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You Invest. Your Libraries Transform.
The Jackson County Library Foundation distributed over $85,000 to libraries in 2019. 
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Walking  in to  the  Whi te  Ci ty  L ibrary  Branch ,  the  f i r s t  th ing  you  not ice  i s
the  l ight .  On a  spr ing  morning ,  the  l arge  windows  le t  in  huge  swaths  of  b lue
sky  and  sunshine .  The  recent  renovat ion  to  accommodate  the  Spark  Space
ins ta l l a t ion  has  added  co lor  and  open  s ight  l ines  tha t  br ing  in  v iews  of  the
surrounding  communi ty  and  the  ro l l ing  h i l l s  beyond .  Centra l ly  s i tua ted  in  a
busy  suburb ,  f l anking  a  c i ty  park ,  and  on  the  d i rec t  pa th  many k ids  wa lk
from home to  school  each  day ,  th i s  l ibrary  has  es tab l i shed  i t se l f  a s  a
communi ty  center .  Branch  Manager  Pa t t i  Proc tor  embraces  th i s  ro le  and  a l l
the  rewards  and  cha l lenges  tha t  come wi th  i t .  "We have  a  lo t  o f  k ids  in
here , "  she  says .  "This  i s  a  v ibrant ,  ch i ld- f r iendly  space " .  V ibrant  i s  a  good
word  for  i t .  This  i s  no  hushed  and  so lemn l i terary  temple .  This  i s  a
hangout ,  fu l l  o f  energy ,  l ight ,  and  co lor .  

Pa t t i  advocated  to  br ing  Spark  Space  to  her  branch .  " I  wanted  to  br ing
Spark  Space  here  because  we  serve  so  many k ids .  Whi te  Ci ty  i s  such  a  young
area ,  fu l ly  25%  of  the  popula t ion  i s  under  the  age  of  18 .  And we ' re  crea t ing
l i fe long  learners .  We s tar t  them young  wi th  S toryt ime for  babies  and
toddlers ,  and  now we  have  Spark  Space  and  a l l  the  programming  and  too l s
tha t  come wi th  tha t .  We want  them to  bui ld  th i s  pos i t ive  as soc ia t ion  wi th
the  l ibrary  when they ' re  k ids ,  so  tha t  when they  grow up  they  remember  us .
When they  need  resources  and  support ,  they  remember  the  l ibrary  and  they
come back  here .  That ' s  what  a  communi ty  l ibrary  i s . "
 
Spark  Space  a t  the  Whi te  Ci ty  L ibrary  i s  focused  on  those  young  patrons .
Many of  the  ava i lab le  ac t iv i t ie s  focus  on  bui ld ing  th ings  by  hand ins tead  of
on  a  computer ,  and  technology  i s  in tegra ted  as  a  way  to  encourage  k ids  to
improvise  and  f ind  crea t ive  so lu t ions .  One  of  Pa t t i ' s  f avor i te  recent  s tor ies
s tar ted  wi th  an  idea  the  k ids  had  about  a  new cha l lenge  for  the
programmable  bots .  "So  I  s tar ted  co l lec t ing  found ob jec t s , "  she  says , "Egg
car tons ,  paper  towel  ro l l s ,  tha t  k ind  of  th ing ,  and  I  handed  them over  and
they  crea ted  th i s  whole  obs tac le  course  and  then  programmed the  bots  to  go
through i t .  I t  was  amazing . "  

JCLF i s  proud to  support  th i s  Spark  Space  des igned  to  deve lop  indiv idua l
crea t iv i ty  and  cr i t i ca l  th ink ing  sk i l l s .  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  e n d l e s s .

You Invest. Your Community Thrives.
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White City Spark Space

"The Spark Space really is about helping kids find that thing
that lights them up. That pushes their buttons and really gets
them engaged,"  Patti Proctor, Branch Manager
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Funding  secured  by  the  Jackson  County  L ibrary  Foundat ion  a l lowed
Outreach  to  Chi ld  Care  s ta f f  to  crea te  14  new Spanish  Theme Bags .
Inc luded  in  each  bag  are  n ine  books  as  we l l  a s  a  manipula t ive  ( toy ,
game,  e tc . )  tha t  ex tends  the  ch i ldren ' s  l earn ing  around a  par t i cu lar
theme.  These  bags  support  ear ly  learn ing  educators  in  curr icu lum
des ign  and  ins t ruc t ion ,  enr ich ing  the  ch i ldren ' s  sub jec t  knowledge
and l i teracy  deve lopment .  Prev ious ly ,  theme bags  were  only
ava i lab le  in  Engl i sh ,  so  th i s  funding  increased  the  equi ty  of  the
Outreach  to  Chi ld  Care  program,  ensur ing  tha t  more  ch i ldren  served
are  rece iv ing  a  s t rong  foundat ion  in  the i r  preferred  language .  As
of ten  as  poss ib le ,  the  books  se lec ted  for  the  Spanish  Theme Bags
were  wr i t ten  by  a  b i l ingua l  and/or  b i rac ia l  author ,  so  the  co l lec t ion
i s  a l so  more  cu l tura l ly  authent ic .  

¡ A  c o n t a r ! / L e t ' s  C o u n t !  *  D e  c o l o r e s / C o l o r s
E m o c i o n e s / F e e l i n g s  *  F a m i l i a / F a m i l y

L e y e n d a s  y  c u e n t o s  d e  h a d a / L e g e n d s  a n d  F a i r y  T a l e s
I n v i e r n o / W i n t e r  *  A m i s t a d / F r i e n d s h i p

¡ C e l e b r a  l a  d i v e r s i d a d ! / C e l e b r a t e  D i v e r s i t y !
C u e n t o s  c ó m i c o s / S i l l y  S t o r i e s  
¡ A n i m a  c o n  r i m a ! / R h y m e  T i m e

M ú s i c a  y  m o v i m i e n t o / M u s i c  a n d  M o v e m e n t
T r a n s p o r t e / T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  *  M a s c o t a s / P e t s

L a s  c u a t r o  e s t a c i o n e s / F o u r  S e a s o n s

You Invest. Your Impact Multiplies.
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Outreach to Child Care Theme Bags

Theme bags made possible by a grant secured
from the Jackson County Cultural Coalition.
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You Invest. Your world expands.

Invest Today.
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